
$600,000 MILESTONE – We DID IT!
Since 2018, the Ben Jackson Foundation has awarded over $626,500 in Ticket Home Awards — reuniting 838 military families 
and counting. Thank you for making this possible.
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Join our mission

The BEN JACKSON FOUNDATION
recognizes the sacrifices that newly
enlisted members of the military have
chosen to make and provides financial
assistance to help them visit home from
their first permanent duty station with a
Ticket Home

Ben Jackson Foundation
P.O. Box 818

New Glarus, WI  53574
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WHO WE SERVE

WHO WE SERVE: Behind every application is a unique story. 
Here is what they share.

Bailey’s Run Vineyard to Release “Bring 
Me Home” 2026 American Red Wine this 
Memorial Day Weekend
Join us on Saturday, May 23, from 3–6 PM at Bailey’s Run Vineyard & Winery for the annual 
Bring Me Home wine release—a heartfelt tradition supporting the Ben Jackson Foundation.

This year’s event features the debut of our brand-new Bring Me Home label design for 2026. 
Come see the new artwork, meet the makers, and learn more about the Foundation’s mission 
at the Ben Jackson Foundation booth on-site.

All proceeds from Bring Me Home wine go directly to the Ben Jackson Foundation, dedicated 
to supporting young men and women in the military by helping them return home on leave 
during their first year of service.

Ben Jackson Foundation President Larry Jackson will speak about the organization’s impact. Whether you’re a wine lover, a 
supporter of our service members, or just looking for a meaningful way to spend your Memorial Day weekend — this is an event 
you won’t want to miss.

Visit Bailey’s Run Vineyard on Memorial Day weekend. Raise a glass. Bring them home.  baileysrunvineyard.com

Larry Jackson to Serve as Keynote Speaker 
at Brooklyn, WI Memorial Day Program
We are proud to share that Ben Jackson Foundation President Larry Jackson has been invited to serve as the keynote speaker at 
the Brooklyn, Wisconsin Memorial Day Program on Monday, May 25.

Larry will speak about the Foundation’s mission, the legacy of his son Ben, and the importance of honoring and supporting those 
who serve. We are honored by this recognition and proud to have Larry represent the Foundation at this meaningful community 
event.

3rd Annual Tanner Kaltenberg Memorial Golf Outing
The 3rd Annual Tanner Kaltenberg Memorial Golf Outing benefiting the Ben Jackson Foundation will be held on Friday, May 29, at 
the beautiful Edelweiss Country Club in New Glarus, WI

This event honors the memory of Tanner Kaltenberg, a Marine from Verona, WI who tragically passed away on active duty in July 
2023. Organized by Tanner’s parents, Jim Kaltenberg and Kristy Micale, the outing has raised over $28,000 for the Foundation in 
its first two years.

Sponsorship opportunities are available. Contact Jim Kaltenberg at 608-712-9311 for details. All hole sponsorships support the 
Ben Jackson Foundation and are fully tax deductible.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS

June 14: 
Flag Day

May 30: 
Tanner Kaltenberg 
Memorial Golf Outing

May 25: 
Larry Jackson, Keynote 
Speaker, Brooklyn, WI 
Memorial Day Program

May 25: Memorial Day 
Remember and Honor 
Our Fallen Heroes
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2026 Bring Me Home 
Wine Release Party

Scan To Donate
We are truly grateful for all of our donors large and small. 
If you would like to support our mission, scan this QR code 
and go directly to our donation page.
benjacksonfoundation.org



BETWEEN HERE AND HOME

The Phone Call When She Doesn’t Recognize Your Voice
Watching a loved one fade from thousands of miles away.

Editor’s note: The following is drawn from the words of recent Ben Jackson Foundation applicants. 
All names have been changed to protect applicant privacy. Quotes are preserved verbatim.

What does it feel like to introduce yourself to your own mother?

That is the quiet weight a young service member we’ll call Maya carries. Her mother has dementia. From her duty station overseas, 
Maya wrote in her own words: “Each phone call home is a mixture of hope and heartbreak. There are moments when I hear her voice 
and realize she no longer recognizes me. I have to remind her who I am, [Maya], her first child.”

She continued: “The pain of that reality is difficult to put into words. Knowing that I am so far away while her memory fades has been 
one of the greatest emotional burdens I carry. I long to sit beside her, to hold her hand, to remind her not just with words, but with 
presence, of the love we share.”

Stories like Maya’s come across our desks more often than most people realize. The applications are not abstract. They are written 
by 19, 20, 21-year-olds doing the math on a paycheck that won’t stretch to a flight home — and behind that math is almost always a 
person waiting. A grandmother in hospice. A father in chemo. A grandfather who served himself, now too ill to fly. Time moving in a 
direction nobody can stop.

One young airman applied because his mother was facing a life-threatening procedure. He had been there through her cancer diagnosis, 
her chemotherapy, her recovery—as much as a 12-hour shift on a Panama schedule allows. When the time zones line up wrong, he 
wrote, days could pass without a real conversation. Another applicant, stationed in Italy, told us his father was battling pancreatic 
cancer and undergoing research treatment at NIH because there is no known cure for his type. The flight to D.C. ran $700 to $800. He 
was already supporting his family financially. The math did not work. The math rarely does.

Another applicant simply wrote: “It helps me pay for a ticket to see my father one last time at the hospice he’s at before he passes from 
cancer.” One sentence. That was the whole application.

What strikes us, reading these letters, is how rarely the applicants ask for anything beyond the basics. They are not asking for vacations. 
They are asking for the chance to sit at a bedside. To hold a hand. To be in a room with someone who is leaving. One young woman 
simply wanted to wear her dress blues to her grandmother’s funeral, because her grandmother had told every nurse in the hospital that 
her granddaughter was in the Air Force.

A young airman from the Philippines wrote about her grandmother, who raised her while her parents worked. Her grandmother was 
turning 90, and it had been ten years since she’d visited. “During our last conversation,” she wrote, “she expressed her wish for me to 
come home for her birthday, as it might be the last time we see each other — but I truly hope that’s not the case.”

Another applicant put it as plainly as anyone could: “I would be able to see my grandfather for the last time. The doctors recently gave 
him less than 3 months left to live due to the cancer rapidly spreading through the rest of his body. I want to go before he is gone.”

A flight home, in moments like these, is not a luxury. It is the difference between being present and being absent for something that will 
never happen twice. It is the difference between a goodbye said in person and a phone call that ends with a dial tone.

For a junior enlisted service member earning under $25,000 a year, an overseas ticket can run $1,200, $1,500, sometimes more. 
Applicants try to absorb that cost on top of bills, student loans, the medical bills they are already covering for the very parent they are 
trying to fly home to see. Many of them simply cannot. That is the gap you, as a donor, fill — one ticket, one reunion, one goodbye at a 
time.

Without donors like you, that hospice room stays empty. Without donors like you, that 90-year-old grandmother in the Philippines never 
gets the visit she asked for. Without donors like you, the dial tone is the only ending available. Your monthly support is what changes 
the ending.

Be part of getting them home. Any gift—and especially a recurring gift—helps. Start yours at benjacksonfoundation.org.

benjacksonfoundation.org Page 3



Dear Ben Jackson Foundation Community,

Every newsletter, we try to give you a window into the lives of the young men and women we serve. This issue, we’re proud to introduce 
a new ongoing feature called Between Here and Home — a series that draws directly from the words of our applicants to tell the stories 
that most people never hear.

The military community is often celebrated in broad strokes: valor, sacrifice, duty. What gets less attention is the quiet, daily weight of 
being far away — the phone calls that don’t connect across time zones, the milestones missed, the family members who are aging or 
ill while a 20-year-old in uniform is doing the math on a paycheck that won’t stretch to a flight home.

This issue’s piece, The Phone Call When She Doesn’t Recognize Your Voice, is one of the most difficult things we’ve shared in these 
pages. It is also one of the most important. These are not edge cases. They are the rule. Behind nearly every application we receive is 
a young person navigating something enormous — often alone, often in silence — because that is what service asks of them.

Between Here and Home exists because we believe that donors who understand what’s really at stake give differently. Not out of 
obligation, but out of genuine connection to the people whose lives their support changes.

We are grateful you are part of this community. And we are grateful — always — for what your generosity makes possible.

With deep appreciation, 

Larry Jackson

A DONOR’S STORY: KAREN WHITE
As a donor to the Ben Jackson Foundation, I often reflect on what it truly means to give a service member a “ticket home.” It’s easy 
to think of military service in terms of duty, discipline, and distance—but behind every uniform is a young person who still needs their 
family, especially in those early years of service when everything is new, overwhelming, and often far from home.

My connection to this mission is personal. When my son deployed overseas shortly after 9/11, I experienced firsthand the heavy toll 
military service takes on families. I still remember the shock of watching the second plane hit the World Trade Center, knowing my son 
would soon be in harm’s way. He was wounded twice in combat and lives with 100% disability from traumatic brain injury and other 
lasting injuries. Even through my worry and heartbreak, I often think about the many other troops stationed far from home.

What drew me to support the Ben Jackson Foundation is its simplicity and direct impact. The mission is clear: help newly enlisted 
service members afford the cost of travel to visit their families. For many young troops—often 18 to 24 years old at their first duty 
station—a plane ticket can be the only thing standing between them and their loved ones. These early years of service can be especially 
isolating, with long separations and limited income.

My donation does not get lost in overhead or vague programming. It directly supports a “Ticket Home Award,” typically around $500 
for domestic travel or $1,000 for overseas flights. That transparency matters to me. I know exactly what my contribution is doing, and 
I can see its purpose.

What I didn’t fully anticipate, but deeply value, is the human impact. A single trip home can restore morale, strengthen family bonds, and 
give a young service member a sense of grounding during a difficult time. It is not just travel—it is connection, healing, and emotional 
support when it is needed most.

I also appreciate that the Foundation operates with focus and care, ensuring each dollar goes as far as possible in supporting service 
members directly.

I donate $500 every year because I know it creates something lasting—a memory a young man or woman in uniform can carry with 
them: the warmth of home, the embrace of family, and the strength to keep going.

If you have ever been grateful for the sacrifices of our service members, I encourage you to join me. Your gift gives something truly 
tangible: time with the people they love most.

benjacksonfoundation.orgPage 4
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